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* * *   ANNOUNCEMENTS   * * * 
 

 

 

TIME TO BEGIN OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP  
     We hope you’re enjoying your membership with WRNC, whether it’s monitoring the 

newsletter for events of interest,  following the FROM THE FIELD posts on the web-site, 

joining us for a nature walk, or watching a guest speaker via ZOOM. Our membership 

year runs from February 1st to January 31st, so if you haven’t paid dues yet, this is time to 

do it. 

     Many thanks to our members who have sent along extra donations in addition to 

dues.  The extra funds have enabled us to continue to offer our monthly presentations 

via ZOOM, pay for increases in basic administrative costs, and make donations to 

conservation organizations or NHESP on behalf of our guest speakers. 

For details: http://www.warerivernatureclub.org/join-us.html 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

LAST CALL FOR ANNUAL MEETING! 
     The Annual Meeting is shaping up and promises to be an enjoyable afternoon of 

sharing and learning with fellow nature-lovers. You need not be a member to attend. We 

welcome guests to this special event. Besides the opportunity to visit with others and 

learn about native pollinators, attendees have a chance to browse the Fisher Museum’s 

famous dioramas that line the walls of the lecture space. More details follow the meeting 

information in UPCOMING EVENTS. 

     It’s not too late to reserve your space by sending a message to:  

warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 

http://www.warerivernatureclub.org/join-us.html
mailto:%20warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com
mailto:%20warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com


 

 

 
Plymouth Beach Plovers by Barry Van Dusen 

13” x 17” watercolor print  ~    Signed and numbered by the artist 

Value: $75 

 

SILENT AUCTION AVAILABLE ONLINE 
     A unique assortment of items has been donated to our fundraiser silent auction, and 

anyone who’s interested in taking part may take a look HERE 

Get a “sneak peek” at the items before you see them in-person at the meeting, or place 

an absentee bid if you won’t be attending.  It’s easy – send a message to 

warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com with AUCTION in the subject line and state the 

maximum amount you’d like to bid.  One of our Advisory Group members will bid on your 

behalf.  

     Keep checking back because items will be added until March 10th. Late donations are 

still being accepted, so contact us if you have something to contribute.  

    Good luck to all bidders!  

 

 
 

 

http://www.warerivernatureclub.org/auction-2023.html
mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com


GOLDEN EAGLE PREYS ON BARRED OWL 
     No one was around to witness the demise of a Barred Owl preyed upon by a Golden Eagle at 

an obscure forested area in the East Quabbin region. The late-January incident was instead 

captured on video with a remote trail camera deployed by photographer and camera-trapping 

enthusiast Jim Morelly of Rutland. 

     The owl ambush occurred at 11:26 a.m. on January 26th. View the video footage by visiting:  

https://www.facebook.com/Hiking-Camera-Nature-Photography-837775479699056 

     The video begins as a Barred Owl is knocked into water at the edge of a beaver dam by a 

Golden Eagle. Plumage characteristics identify the eagle as a second-year bird. 

     Jim speculated that the owl may have been perched in a pine tree behind the camera, but it’s 

possible the owl was perched on and hunting from the dam itself, since Barred Owls are 

opportunistic predators and feed on a variety of prey items.  

     In the next scene, the eagle, maintaining a talon hold on the now-submerged owl, appears to 

deliberately be allowing a few seconds to pass, letting the water help with the task of subduing 

and killing the owl. The eagle then drags its prey out of the water. Only a handful of seconds 

elapse before the eagle starts picking at the owl carcass.  

 

     This video clip via remote camera documents a rarely-seen predatory encounter by an 

infrequently-detected species in Massachusetts.  Golden Eagles are rare winter visitors here, 

with the Quabbin Reservoir region one of the most likely places the species will turn up.   
For the entire Quabbin area only one eBird report for the 2022-2023 season was found as of the 

date of this submission (https://ebird.org/checklist/S123860771). 

https://www.facebook.com/Hiking-Camera-Nature-Photography-837775479699056
https://ebird.org/checklist/S123860771


     Barred Owl, on the other hand, is a common resident species in the portion of the Lower 

Worcester Plateau that lies east of Quabbin Reservation. It was a grim and unique twist of fate 

that resulted in this owl’s unfortunate encounter with a rare predator. 

    Thanks to Jim Morelly for sharing this remarkable footage.  

    More of Jim’s camera work may be viewed at  https://hikingcamerawildlife.smugmug.com/ 

    Looking ahead to autumn, Jim will be our guest speaker for the October program, by which 

time he will have surpassed 5,000 miles hiked in the Quabbin Region!  

 

SPEAKING OF EAGLES.  .  . 
 

Bald Eagle on nest, Chicopee River, Ludlow, February 2023 

Photo by Bill Platenik 

 

 

 

 

https://hikingcamerawildlife.smugmug.com/


GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT RESULTS 
Results of the WRNC version of the Great Backyard Bird Count may be viewed here: 

http://www.warerivernatureclub.org/past-events-2023.html 

      Highlights were a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in Princeton, and an early Killdeer  

and Horned Larks in Rutland. 

 

 

 

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta 

canadensis) has been a regular visitor 

at most central Massachusetts 

feeders this winter. It’s an irruptive 

species—turning up in large 

numbers some years and almost 

completely absent in others. 

Irruptions are driven by food—when 

conifer cone crops are poor, Red-

breasted Nuthatches leave the 

northern and boreal forests and 

head south. The southward flights 

typically occur every 2-4 years. 

 

 
 

         Hairy Woodpecker and Red-breasted Nuthatch in Rutland 

                                        Photo by Doug Wipf  
 

 

       Common Goldeneye, Brimfield, December 2022                                              Photo by Bill Platenik 

http://www.warerivernatureclub.org/past-events-2023.html


* * *   UPCOMING EVENTS   * * * 
 

 

 WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING  

& SILENT AUCTION 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12, 2023  12- 4:30 p.m. 

Harvard Forest ~ Fisher Museum 

324 North Main Street, Petersham 

 

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE OUR TENTH YEAR 

ALL WELCOME! 

 

 



 

SCHEDULE  
~  SILENT AUCTION ongoing ~ 

12:00 pm:  Social hour with appetizers  

1:00 pm: Luncheon buffet by Finicky Fork Catering 

2:00 pm: WELCOME and State-of-the Club Message  

PROGRAM: A NATIVE POLLINATOR PRIMER 

2:15 pm:  BEE-DAZZLED! with guest speaker Michael Veit 

3:15 pm: Short break 

3:30 pm: BEYOND FLOWERS with guest speaker Adam Kohl 

4:15 pm: Silent Auction ends 

4:30 pm: Farewell  

 

Attendees will have the opportunity to 

enjoy Fisher Museum’s primary exhibit 

of 23 internationally- acclaimed 

models (dioramas), the first seven of 

which depict 230 years of landscape 

change in central New England, 

beginning with European colonization 

in 1700. The remaining dioramas 

portray 20th-century forest 

management techniques and a series of 

conservation challenges including 

erosion and fire. 

 



 

 

 

 

RESERVATION FORM 

   

 

     ENTIRE MEETING including catered meal, guest presentations, & silent auction 

     $50 per member                    $57 non-member 
 

     Number of members:          _________  @ $50 = _________ 

     Number of non-members   _________  @ $57 = _________ 
 

     PROGRAM ONLY with guest speakers, in-person or remote (ZOOM) 
 

     Number of members:         _________  @ $10 =  _________ 

     Number of non-members  _________  @ $15 =  _________ 

 

     MEMBERSHIP DUES - ONE YEAR  February 1, 2023 - January 31, 2024 

     $20 individual or couple    $25 family 

 

     2023 Dues Individual/couple .  .  .  .  .  . @ $20 = _________ 

     2023 Dues Family.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .@ $25 = _________ 
 

     TOTAL .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    _________ 
 

 

     Name(s)__________________________________________________________ 
 

     Email or telephone_________________________________________________ 

 

     Send check or money order (preferred) to: Ware River Nature Club, P.O. Box 76,  

                                                                                             Hardwick MA 01037 

OR 

     Remit through PayPal (please add 3% for fees) to warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 



ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB 

 

EASTERN MASSACHUSETTS HAWK WATCH 
with Mark Morris 

Wednesday  

March 8th  7 p.m.  
 

Online via ZOOM or 

In-person at Millers River 

Environmental Center 

100 Main Street, Athol 

 

Founded in 1976, EMHW is an all-volunteer, member-based organization 

whose mission is to promote the study, conservation and preservation of 

hawks locally and on a continental scale by monitoring migration in 

Massachusetts; to share data for research and conservation purposes; to 

promote education and awareness of the identification of hawks and the 

issues related to migrating hawks and to instill an appreciation for hawks 

in general. 

 

 

Join us to learn how you can participate  

in the spring hawk watch  

at Adams Farm in Athol. 

To attend via ZOOM, register HERE 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_WrSkTM75TP-AS6K2xWiNkA


 

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

HIKE FROM  

LOVERS LANE  

to OVERLOOK ROAD 
Sunday March 11th 

 9 a.m. 
 

 

This is an easy-to-moderate hike, 3.5 

miles out and back,  

with a possible stop at Lilac Hedge Farm. 

For more information or to register: TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

HIKE TO WACHUSETT 

RESERVOIR’S 

NORTHWEST SHORE 
Wednesday March 15th  

 10 a.m.  
 

Moderate in difficulty, this 3-mile hike will 

take us from Chace Hill Road in Sterling 

down to the shore of the Reservoir. 

  

For more information or to register: TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

 

mailto:TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com
mailto:TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com


WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

                              Hooded Mergansers                                             Photo by Bill Platenik 
 

 

EARLY SPRING BIRD & NATURE WALK  

QUABBIN GATE 43    HARDWICK 
Sunday March 19th 9:30 a.m. 

[Foul weather date: Sunday March 26th] 
 

Join us for an easy and scenic walk along the paved roadway to Fishing Gate 

3 on the day before spring becomes official. After exploring a couple of 

small water bodies along the Shaft 12 Road we’ll walk out and back on Hell 

Huddle Road to the boat launch area. Total distance will approach 4 miles, 

and we’ll plan to finish by 1 p.m.  

Besides waterfowl we may see some typical resident forest species and one 

or more eagles. Possibly other wildlife sign such as scat  

or browsed vegetation will be noticeable. 

To register, contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com


FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 
 

BIRDING LAKE QUABOAG AND VICINITY 
Saturday March 25th  7:30 a.m. – noon 

Leader: Rodney Jenkins (508-757-5010) 

We’ll look for waterfowl and the earliest passerine migrants during our first 

trip of spring. Meet at the Lake Quaboag parking lot, 

Shore Road in Brookfield. 
 

 

 

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 
 

HIKE ALONG 
 WACHUSETT RESERVOIR’S  

SOUTH SHORE 
 WEST BOYLSTON 

Sunday March 25th 9 a.m.  
  

This is an easy-to-moderate 4-mile hike with plenty of scenic water views.  
For more information or to register: TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com


 

For more information, or to register, visit: 

MASS AUDUBON BIRDERS MEETING 

  
 

https://www.massaudubon.org/get-outdoors/activities/birding/birders-meeting

