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* * *   ANNOUNCEMENTS   * * * 
 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT     
by Daniel Gordon  The Climate Question podcast, BBC Sounds 
     While they are being promoted around the world as a crucial weapon in reducing 
carbon emissions, solar panels have an average lifespan of 25-30 years. Experts say 
billions of panels will eventually all need to be disposed of and replaced. 
     "The world has installed more than one terawatt of solar capacity. Ordinary solar 
panels have a capacity of about 400W, so if you count both rooftops and solar farms, 
there could be as many as 2.5 billion solar panels," says Dr Rong Deng, an expert in solar 
panel recycling at the University of New South Wales in Australia. 
     According to the British government, there are tens of millions of solar panels in the 
UK. But the specialist infrastructure to scrap and recycle them is lacking. Energy experts 
are calling for urgent government action to prevent a looming global environmental 
disaster. 
     "It's going to be a waste mountain by 2050, unless we get recycling chains going 
now," says Ute Collier, deputy director of the International Renewable Energy Agency. 
"We're producing more and more solar panels - which is great – but how are we going 
to deal with the waste?" she asks. 
     It is hoped a major step will be taken at the end of June, when the world's first 
factory dedicated to fully recycling solar panels officially opens in France. ROSI, the 
specialist solar recycling company which owns the facility in Grenoble, hopes eventually 
to be able to extract and re-use 99% of a unit's components. As well as recycling the 
glass fronts and aluminum frames, the new factory can recover nearly all of the 
precious materials contained within the panels, such as silver and copper, which are 
typically some of the hardest materials to extract. These rare materials can 
subsequently be recycled and reused to make new, more powerful, solar units. 
     Read more: https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-65602519 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-65602519


THANK YOU TO OUR BIRD MONITORING PROJECT VOLUNTEERS! 
    This nesting season we welcome Amanda Bailey as a regular observer and record-

keeper of the Bobolinks at High Ridge WMA in Westminster/Gardner. Amanda has 

completed coursework with Mass Audubon's Birder's Certificate Program and wanted 

to take on an independent project to help her community with bird conservation. 

Besides keeping track of the numbers and behaviors of Bobolinks and assessing nesting 

success, Amanda is keeping an eye on different aspects of field management, including 

recreational uses, and trying to learn about the composition of the vegetation. She 

reports that 3-5 pairs of Bobolinks are using each of three different fields. (Actual pairs 

are difficult to assess because male Bobolinks may mate with more than one female.) 

We’re grateful to finally have a monitor for these declining grassland birds at the WMA. 

     Doug Wipf and Ted Purcell are continuing their watch of the DCR Watershed Prison 

Camp area fields in Rutland. The nestboxes are being used by at least two pairs of 

bluebirds and several pairs of swallows. We’re encouraged that up to three male 

Bobolinks were on-site by the end of May, since late mowing of these fields renders 

them less desirable for nesting (denser, weedier vegetation) but at least allows them to 

complete their nesting cycle and successfully raise their young. 

 
 

 

 

Eastern Bluebird fledgling, Rutland               

Photos by Doug Wipf 
 

                                                                                                      

Eastern Bluebird at Prison Camp area      June 15, 2023    

                                                                   



 

     Mike Perkins and Wendy Howes made monitoring visits to Riis Hill in Barre and 

discovered bluebirds and Tree Swallows using the nestboxes there.  In past years 

American Kestrels have used the kestrel box at Riis Hill, but a new box was installed on 

the opposite side of Route 62 at the Barre Heath restoration site, and a pair of kestrels 

was seen in the vicinity of that nestbox in May. 

     Jon Skinner is monitoring the extensive nestbox network at High Ridge WMA, and he 

has his work cut out for him. He’s been keeping a watchful eye on more than 40 boxes. 

Originally a “trail” of 49 boxes, the number has declined due to a problem with bear 

predation. After a bear knocked down and destroyed several boxes in 2021 and 2022, 

resulting in the losses of several nests/nestlings and some adult birds, Jon decided he 

wouldn’t replace them for the 2023 season. Nevertheless, two more boxes were 

recently taken down by a bear, and swallow nestlings and an adult—probably the 

female—were lost.  It may be that the bear, or bears, are attracted to either the odors 

of the nests/ birds or the scent of the humans who use the areas near the boxes, 

including Jon.  And the bear(s) quickly learn(s) to associate the nestboxes with a good 

meal. We will be searching for ways to remedy the bear problem at this site. 

     East Quabbin Land Trust volunteers checked for grassland birds on two of their 

properties—Mandell Hill, Hardwick and Wendemuth Meadow, North Brookfield 

—on June 10th.   

Bobolinks nest at both sites but 

were difficult to detect at that late 

date, the peak of nesting season. A 

few silent males were observed. 

The bonus grassland species of the 

morning was Eastern Meadowlark 

at Mandell Hill. A pair was present 

and most likely young have 

hatched; one adult was seen 

carrying food to a spot low in the 

vegetation. Eastern Meadowlarks 

are known to be nesting at only 

two locations in Worcester County. 

The other is alongside Wachusett 

Reservoir in Clinton, Gate 37. 

 



 

 

 

 

     

Eastern Meadowlarks              Photos by Alan Rawle 

 

 

BINOCULARS REVIEWED 
     A page from Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s LIVING BIRD magazine is included with this 

newsletter. When birders, butterfly-watchers, and hikers meet up, those with 

binoculars often enter into a discussion about options. This article rates a couple of 

models relative to “getting the most bang for your buck.”  

     We’d like to add some notes of caution. First, nothing can replace actually holding 

binoculars in your hands and trying them out. Watch for occasional optics fairs 

featuring several vendors at a Mass Audubon store or a business specializing in 

birdwatching products, or visit those locations or other retail businesses that have 

binoculars on display. This is especially important if you have, for example, an inter-

pupillary distance that’s outside the norm, or astigmatism or other special visual 

condition.  

     Given that in-person shopping may be difficult in this age of online merchandising, 

think about how much weight you’re willing to carry, how close you hope to be able to 

focus, the amount of light you think you’ll need, etc. Take careful measurements of 

your inter-pupillary distance. Read the detailed product specifications and/or contact 

the manufacturer’s support department for help and advice.  

     Finally, learn about the return policy in case you find the binoculars unsatisfactory, 

and check on the procedure for obtaining repairs. 

     We hope you find this information helpful!  



 



SANDHILL CRANES NEST IN HARDWICK FOR FOURTH YEAR 
     It may actually be the fifth year that a pair of Sandhill Cranes has produced two 

young in Hardwick. A member who learned of the recent successful nestings 2021-2022 

(in 2020 the two young were lost at an early age) recently alerted us to her observation 

of two adults with young at a different, but close-by, Hardwick site in 2019. Despite 

their large size and dramatic appearance, these birds seem to be able to make 

themselves less-conspicuous while they’re restricted from flying and continually move 

about on foot with their offspring. 

     The crane family is doing well, and the colts appear to be thriving. All four seem to 

have settled into a routine of resting and foraging on a few private properties in 

Hardwick.  While one of the landowners has been less-than-enthusiastic about people 

viewing cranes while they’re on his property, the others have been gracious and 

enthusiastic. They understand that local birders are just as excited about these birds as 

they are.  

     If the cranes follow their usual habits, they should be easy to see at various times of 

day for the next 6 weeks or so.  Out of respect for our neighbors and with the best 

interests of the birds in mind, please contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com if you’re 

interested in guidance on viewing and photographing these beautiful and special birds.   
 

Sandhill Crane family    June 7, 2023                                                                                                                   Photo by Alan Rawle 

 

mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com


NEW NEIGHBORS 
     In late May Bill Platenik of Brimfield discovered that a new family of gray foxes had 

moved in about 70 feet from his house. He didn’t realize it until his trailcam gave them 

away.  Great camera captures!  Thanks to Bill for sharing this experience. 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 



MORE CAMERA TRAP FOOTAGE 
     Jim “Hikingcamera” Morelly reports that he has installed trailcams at two new 

Quabbin region locations this spring.  To view some of the amazing animal action that 

takes place in our wild central Massachusetts backyard, go to these short videos: 

                                                       https://youtu.be/1Gm9Kx7foAs 

https://youtu.be/f0MdQWN72io 

 

Wonderful results! 

     Thank you to Jim for sending along the links to his excellent, well-edited videos. 

 

 
 

 

 

From Jim Morelly’s web-site: 

                                       https://hikingcamerawildlife.smugmug.com/ 

https://youtu.be/1Gm9Kx7foAs
https://youtu.be/1Gm9Kx7foAs
https://youtu.be/f0MdQWN72io
https://hikingcamerawildlife.smugmug.com/


 



* * *   UPCOMING EVENTS   * * * 
 
 

 

 

 

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 
 

RED FOX FARM TRAILS EXPLORATION 
Wednesday June 21st  10 a.m. 

 

This easy-to-moderate hike of 3.5 miles will provide the opportunity to 

check out some new Princeton trails. 
 

 

 

  

HIKING 

CENTRAL 

PRINCETON 

TRAILS 

Saturday  

June 24th   
 9 a.m.   

 

 

 

This 5-mile hike will take us from Princeton Center down to Krashes 

field and over to the Beaver Dam in the Russell Corner trails.  

Moderate effort level. 
 

For more information or to register: 

TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

mailto:TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com


 

WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

GETTING TO KNOW BIRDS AND BIRDING 

Location TBD 

Saturday June 24
th
 8 a.m. 

Rain date: June 25
th
 

Leader: Wendy Howes 

 

This will be a slow-paced walk during which we’ll focus on birding basics. We’ll 

share identification tips, point out behaviors of interest, and share some life history 

information. This is a good time to find family groups and fledglings.  

Suitable for beginners or anyone trying to hone their birding skills/knowledge or 

approach birding in a non-hurried way. 

A location will be chosen based on preferences of registrants. 

 

To register: warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 
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PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

BICKFORD POND LOOP HIKE 
Saturday July 8th  9 a.m. 

 

This is a 4-mile moderate hike in northwestern Princeton. 
For more information or to register: TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

Baby porcupine at Wachusett Meadow Wildlife Sanctuary, Princeton 

June 11, 2023 

Photo by Alan Rawle 
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MASSACHUSETTS BUTTERFLY CLUB & FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 

 

BIRDS & BUTTERFLIES WALK 
LEICESTER 

Sunday July 17th 9 a.m. 
Leader: Dolores Price 

pricedolores884@gmail.com or (508) 887-3928 

 

Join us to search for butterflies and birds of early summer 

. Meet-up and first portion of walk will be at the Route 56 overlook to 

Worcester Airport in Leicester. Immediately following will be a drive to 

nearby Mulberry Street to walk the wooded trail to Kettle Brook/Manville 

Street. Prior years’ butterfly highlights have included fritillaries, Monarchs, 

swallowtails, Black Dash skipper, and Appalachian Brown.  

Contact the leader for more information. 
 


