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* * *   ANNOUNCEMENTS   * * * 

 

RUTLAND LIBRARY TO HOST SMITHSONIAN EXHIBIT 
     The Smithsonian is coming to small towns in Massachusetts, including Rutland! 

Through a partnership with the world’s largest museum complex, Mass Humanities 

selected six local organizations to host Crossroads: Changes in Rural America, a 

traveling exhibit produced by the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum on Main Street 

program. Rutland Public Library is fortunate to be one of the organizations chosen to 

host this educational exhibit. The exhibit will be on display at the library from 

December 18, 2022 through January 28, 2023. 

     Crossroads explores how rural American communities changed in the 20th century. 

The vast majority of the United States landscape remains rural with only 3.5% of the 

landmass considered urban. Since 1900, the percentage of Americans living in rural 

areas dropped from 60% to 17%. The exhibition offers small towns a chance to look at 

their own paths to highlight the changes that affected their fortunes over the past 

century. 
 

BEHIND THE SCENES AT WRNC 
     The Ware River Nature Club Advisory Group, coordinator/organizer Wendy Howes, 

and Treasurer Karl Barry have been working to get Club activities and everyday 

business matters back on even footing following the many unsettled pandemic 

months. Advisory Group members are Todd Livdahl of Hubbardston, Anne Greene and 

Ted Purcell of Rutland, and Scott Wahlstrum of Jefferson our newest member, and 

we’re actively seeking a fifth member. 

     In-person monthly meetings, some of them also offered remotely, have been 

reinstated.  While a December program meeting will not take place this year, we’re 



hoping to offer a January presentation, albeit in a different location since the Rutland 

Library meeting space is not available. If you know of a public meeting space in the 

central Worcester County area that the Club might use, please contact 

warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com .   

      Our program meetings feature educational presentations on a wide range of 

nature, environment, and wildlife topics. We’re always looking for guest speakers, so 

please pass on any suggestions or ideas. We offer a modest honorarium, or, in the 

case of speakers who decline any payment, make a donation to a suitable entity. For 

example, as thanks for our two recent speakers, Karro Frost of Mass Wildlife and Craig 

Gibson of Winter Crow Roost, the Club made donations to NHESP and Lawrence 

General Hospital, their respective affiliations. 

     Where does the time go?!?  Plans are underway for the celebration of the Club’s 

TENTH year in existence. We’re anticipating holding the annual dinner meeting and 

silent auction, along with a special guest presentation or two, at Harvard Forest’s 

beautiful facility in Petersham on Sunday, February 26, 2023. Stay tuned for updates. 

     Meanwhile, donations of various and sundry items, preferably related to nature 

and/or the outdoors (however remotely), to our fundraiser silent auction are now 

being accepted.  The Advisory Group will soon be updating our fundraising goals and 

projects and sharing that information with the membership. Please contact 

warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com if you would like to make a donation to the auction; 

we’ll arrange a pick-up. 

     In October, application was made to the Hubbardston Cultural Council, local 

affiliate of Mass Cultural Council, for a small grant to fund an outdoor winter tracking 

program and field walk in February 2023 led by expert tracker, naturalist, and author 

David Brown. Notification will be late in 2022 or early 2023. We hope for an affirmative 

outcome! 

      Ware River Nature Club is YOUR club!  Please share ideas, thoughts, photographs, 

stories, and comments with us via warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com .   

 

 

 

 

BEST WISHES FOR SOME WARM  

AND ENJOYABLE  

GOOD TIMES OF THE SEASON!  
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* * *   UPCOMING EVENTS   * * *  
 

 

 

ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB 

 

 

BIRDING IN 

THE LAND  

OF THE 

MIDNIGHT 

SUN 
With Jeff 

Blanchard 

Wednesday November 9th 7 p.m. 
Millers River Environmental Center 

100 Main Street, Athol 
 
Join us in person or via ZOOM for this presentation. Jeff will share stories and 

photographs from his adventure this past summer in the Northwest Territories 

and Nunavut, Canada. Many bird species nest and raise their young in the Arctic, 

where the sun never sets during the brief, warm summer months and the tundra 

landscape rolls to the horizon with a beauty all its own. 

 

 Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FPkykBeeT06KUvUGx

sDl7w 

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FPkykBeeT06KUvUGxsDl7w
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FPkykBeeT06KUvUGxsDl7w


 

FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 
 

 

BIRDING WORCESTER’S PONDS 
Saturday November 12th 8 a.m. - noon 
Leader: John Shea john@beachwells.com  508-667-1982 

 

 

Discover birds and birding around some of the beautiful natural ponds within 

the city. Meet inside the entrance to All Faith’s Cemetery, Island Road. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS AUDUBON 

To see November programs and 

classes, click HERE 

All require registration and fee. 
 

mailto:john@beachwells.com
https://www.massaudubon.org/program-catalog/results/wachusett-meadow/adults/exclude-camps-and-vacation-weeks


 

 PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE – PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

HIKE  

SOUTH PRINCETON  

TO HOLDEN 
Saturday November 12th 

9 a.m. 
 

A moderate six-mile hike from the Red Fox Farm area in South Princeton to either 

Trout Brook RA on Manning Street or the Central Mass Rail Trail in Holden. The hike 

will be along the new trails at Red Fox Farm and all downhill! 

Due to parking constraints the number of hikers may be limited. 
 

For more information or to register: TrailAroundPrincetonMA@gmail.com 
 

 

 

                                           Red-spotted Newt               Photo by Doug Wipf 

 

TrailAroundPrincetonMA@gmail.com


White-throated Sparrow               Photo by Alan Rawle 

 

Join us for a casual walk that will take us through some mixed forest and wetland 
habitats, with a segment along the Ware River. We’ll watch and listen for the expected 

resident bird species as well as migrants and winter arrivals. We’ll also be on the lookout 
for mammal tracks and sign, late fall fungi,  

and other natural features that attract our attention.  
Dress for the weather. Bring binoculars, cameras, and snacks/beverages if you wish. 

To register, contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 
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This will be a four-mile easy-to-moderate hike from the Kwik Stop 

 (106 Main Street) back into the East Princeton trails,  

including a walk to the base of the Cat Rocks ledges. 

The last reported mountain lion killed in Massachusetts occurred in 1858. 

Princeton’s Cat Rocks was named around that time to mark the location 

where the last of these once wide-ranging mammals  

was taken by a local farmer. 

 

For more information or to register: 

TrailAroundPrincetonMA@gmail.com 
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WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

O – M – G  IS FOR GORILLA! 

with Cindy and Chuck Hartwell 

Wednesday November 16
th
  7 p.m. 

Rutland Public Library 

280 Main Street, Rutland 

 

In 2018, Cindy and Chuck 

Hartwell of New Salem, and 

Bonnie House of Phillipston, 

spent 19 days traveling through 

the African nation of Uganda 

visiting national parks in search 

of Ugandan birds and wildlife.  

The Hartwells will share their 

photos and videos of their visit 

to a rhino sanctuary, wildlife 

viewing along the Nile River, a chimpanzee trek, and the highlight -- 

trekking in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest to closely observe a family of 

endangered Mountain Gorillas. Please join us for this captivating and 

lively presentation. 

 

Note: Cindy and Chuck were at their Matlacha, Florida house when Hurricane Ian 

changed course and headed in their direction. They rode out the storm at the home of 

friends, and later found their own house had been significantly damaged.  

Cindy reports, however, that they are fine, and their enthusiasm for sharing the 

program about the Uganda trip when they return to Massachusetts was not dampened.  

We are grateful and look forward to seeing them. 

 

 

 



PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE – PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

POUTWATER POND HIKE 
Saturday November 26th  9 a.m. 

 

The destination for this post-Thanksgiving hike is Poutwater Pond. There are 

a few ways to approach the pond; the starting point is to be determined. 

 It will be a moderate hike of about 4 miles. 

For more information or to register: 

 TrailAroundPrincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

Ring-necked Ducks                                                                                                 Photo by Alan Rawle 
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FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 
 

BIRDING QUABBIN PARK, WARE 

Sunday, November 27th   8 a.m. – noon 

Leader: Nick Paulson   grendelpgill@yahoo.com    508-330-4401 

                                     

 

                             Two Bald Eagles                                                             Photo by Bill Platenik 

 

Quabbin is a great place to look for a wintering Golden Eagle,  

and Bald Eagles, too, of course! 

Meet at the parking lot at the Old Ware-Enfield Road Gate off Route 9 in Ware. 

Directions: From Route 9 in Ware, drive west approximately 5 miles and turn right 

onto Old Ware-Enfield Road, just before the entrance to  

Quabbin Park Cemetery on the left.  

GPS: 42.28140, -72.30620. 

Meet at the parking lot on the right, before the gate. 

  

 
 

 

 

mailto:grendelpgill@yahoo.com


 

REGIONAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 

 
Consider taking part in the 123rd Christmas Bird 

Count, a nationwide Citizen Science project sponsored 

by the National Audubon Society. To learn more 

about the counts--history, science, and data – 

visit www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-

bird-count 

 

If you’re interested in participating, contact the 

compiler(s) for details.  

 

 

STURBRIDGE -- Wednesday, December 14th  

(Blizzard date Thursday, December 15) 

Compiler: Mark Lynch  508-799-9343 

moa.lynch@charter.net  

 

WORCESTER -- Saturday, December 17th   

(Snow/ice date: Sunday, December 18) 

Compiler: John Liller  508-877-5770 

john.liller@worcesteracademy.org  

  

ATHOL -- Saturday, December 17th  

Compiler: David Small  978-413-1772 

dave@atholbirdclub.org  

  

UXBRIDGE -- Sunday, December 18th   

(Snow/ice date: Wednesday, December 21)   

Compiler: Strickland Wheelock  508-265-2896   

skwheelock@yahoo.com                                                   

                                                                                  GROTON-OXBOW – Date TBA 

WESTMINSTER -- Tuesday, January 3, 2023         Compiler: Ron Lockwood 

(Date subject to change)         

Compiler: Charles Caron  978-874-5649                   QUABBIN – Date TBA 

caronenv@aol.com                                                     Compiler: Scott Surner 

                                                                                    ssurner@aol.com 

www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count
www.audubon.org/conservation/science/christmas-bird-count

