
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2022 

 

* * *   ANNOUNCEMENTS   * * * 

 

BE AWARE OF OUR HUNTING SEASONS 
     Here in central Massachusetts, as well as throughout the state, we’re fortunate 

to have access to thousands of acres of open space and wildlife habitat, much of it 

open to hunting and fishing in season. The pace of hunting picks up dramatically in 

fall with the onset of pheasant and deer hunting season. When you plan an outing 

to a wildlife management area, a Mass Wildlife property, be aware of opening and 

closing dates for hunting/harvesting game species. If you’re hiking, birding, or 

otherwise using a WMA for recreation, avoid the active and popular times and 

areas, unless you wear highly-visible blaze orange. Hunting on Sundays is 

prohibited, but we often hear advice to exercise caution on Sundays nevertheless, 

should the rare event of encountering hunting scofflaws occur.  

     Keep in mind that many properties open to use by the public, such as some 

conservation areas, Harvard Forest properties, and some state parks, are entirely 

closed to hunting activity. Consider enjoying your outdoor nature activities at these 

places. Unfortunately, an Internet search for properties where hunting is NOT 

allowed is more difficult. The information is often available on specific websites. If 

in doubt, ask a town authority. 

     For information about season dates and zones: 

     

https://www.mass.gov/doc/2022-hunting-season-summary/download 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/wildlife-management-zones/download 

 

 
 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/2022-hunting-season-summary/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/wildlife-management-zones/download


 

* * *   UPCOMING EVENTS   * * * 
 
 

 

WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

                               BIRD WALK: 

LEARNING THE 

LITTLE BROWN 

BIRDS OF FALL 

Rail Trail & 

Winimusset WMA 

New Braintree 

Sunday October 9th  

8:30-11:30 a.m. 

 

Join us for a walk along edges and margins of cornfields, wetlands, and woods 

in search of a variety of “little brown jobs”—fall-plumage warblers, pipits, and 

sparrows. We’ll cover some uneven terrain as well as level, packed surface, and 

we may encounter mud depending upon recent rainfall. Bring binoculars and/or 

cameras as well as snacks/beverages if you wish. 

 

To sign up and get directions to the meeting place, 

 contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 
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FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 

 

FALL BIRDING AT  
SHOLAN FARMS, LEOMINSTER 

Monday    October 10th   7 – 11 a.m. 
Leader: Jon Skinner [jon@jonrisk.com] (978-894-3698) 

 
Lincoln’s Sparrow                                            Photograph by Doug Wipf 

 

Owned by the City of Leominster, Sholan Farms is a 169-acre farm that 
includes apple orchards, expansive fields, community gardens, and two 

reservoirs that are great habitats for fall migrating warblers, sparrows and 
waterfowl. We’ll walk about 3 miles on grassy and wooded paths  

with a few up-and-down hills. 
Portable toilets available. The farmstand will be open at 10 a.m. for the 

purchase of apples, other fruits, baked goods, and beverages. 
Meet at Sholan Farms, 1125 Pleasant Street, Leominster.  

Please park in the lot between the gazebo and farmstand. 

 

 

  



 
 

ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB 

 

GENIUS OF THE SWAMP 
by Dale Monette 

Wednesday October 12th  7 p.m.  
Millers River Environmental Center   100 Main Street    Athol 

  

Dale has just published 

his book Genius of the 

Swamp, which explores 

the world of the Great 

Blue Heron.  

Join us as Dale shares 

photographic 

highlights and some of 

what he has written 

about the life of this 

majestic bird and other 

inhabitants of our local 

beaver ponds.  
                                     

                                                                     Great Blue Heron                               Photograph by Alan Rawle 

  

  

You may join us in-person or remotely via Zoom.  

For Zoom, register in advance: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1XQJCFRuQXyM1A46TP2dZg  

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1XQJCFRuQXyM1A46TP2dZg


 
ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB 

 
 

EARLY BIRD BIRDING 
with Jeff Johnstone 
Friday October 14th 
7:30 a.m. - around noon 

 
Photo by Alan Rawle 

 

Join Jeff for this look at our local residents and fall migrating birds.   
 Call him to reserve your spot:   978-249-9052 

 

Note: Due to construction on Canal Street Jeff asks that everyone 
meet in front of the Center on Main Street. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 

 

BIRDING 

QUABBIN 

RESERVOIR 

GATE 35 

PETERSHAM 

Sunday  

October 16
th
  

7:30 a.m. –  

early afternoon 

Leader: Tom Pirro [tpirro2012@gmail.com] (978-790-0861) 

 

We’ll walk along the wooded shore on the east side of the Reservoir 

looking for waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors, and mid-October migrants.  

The round-trip is 4 to 5 miles over shaded, flat terrain. Please bring 

water and snacks. 

Meet at the end of Old North Dana Road. Directions: At 5 miles west of the 

intersection of Rtes 32 &122 in Petersham, turn sharp left on Old North Dana 

Rd.; proceed ~1 mile to the parking area. 

  

 

MASS AUDUBON 

To see October programs and classes, 

click HERE 

All require registration and fee. 

https://www.massaudubon.org/program-catalog/results/wachusett-meadow/adults/exclude-camps-and-vacation-weeks


 

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE  

PRINCETON HIKES! 
 

HIKING WACHUSETT SOUTH & WEST  
Wednesday October 19th    2 p.m. 

 
 This will be an easy-to-moderate hike of about 4 miles along Echo Pond and 

around to the west side of Wachusett Mountain, by the windmills. 

   

For more information or to register: 

TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                False Solomon’s Seal  Photo by Doug Wipf 



 

FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 

 

BIRDING  

LAKE 

QUABOAG 

AND VICINITY 
BROOKFIELD 

Sunday 

October 23rd  

7:30 a.m. 
  

 Leader: Rodney Jenkins 508-757-5010 

  

Lake Quaboag can be an excellent spot for waterfowl not 

usually seen inland. We’ll also visit  

other spots around the Brookfields  

looking for mid-fall migrants and new arrivals.  

Meet at the Lake Quaboag parking lot  

on Shore Road in Brookfield.  

Waterproof footwear is advised for walking in wet grass. 

  

 
 

 

 



 

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE  

PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

HIKE AT HIGH RIDGE  

WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA 
WESTMINSTER 

Saturday October 22nd   9 a.m.  

 

This will be an easy-to-moderate 4-mile walk 

 through fields and woods.  
 

For more information or to register: 

TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

 
Buck Moth                            Photograph by Alan Rawle 
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 WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

NATURE HIKE ALONG  

THE WARE RIVER RAIL TRAIL 

TEMPLETON 

Sunday October 23rd    9 a.m. – noon 
 

Enjoy an easy, casual walk along 

a segment of the Ware River Rail 

Trail that runs close to Stone 

Bridge Pond and the Burnshirt 

River. We’ll pass through mixed 

forest and wetland habitat, 

watching for birds and mammals 

and most likely encountering a 

variety of fungi.  

Dress for the weather. 

Bring cameras and/or binoculars 

 along with snacks and beverages 

if you wish.  

 

To sign up and get directions to the meeting place, 

contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 

 

 

mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com


  

WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

 

THE 

AMAZING 

WINTER 

CROW ROOST 

OF 

LAWRENCE 
with Craig Gibson                        

Photo by Craig Gibson   

          

Wednesday  October 26th    7 p.m. 

Rutland Public Library, 280 Main Street, Rutland  
 

For decades, the city of Lawrence, MA has hosted a significant winter crow 

roost. The winter crow roost consists of mostly American Crows, along with a 

smaller number of Fish Crows. The size of the winter roost typically grows 

from an initial group of 2,500 in October to almost  

10,000 crows in January and February!  

The Crow Patrol was established during the 2017-2018 winter crow roost 

season. Craig Gibson, along with Bob and Dana Fox, got the ball rolling. 

 Join us for an appreciation of this fascinating phenomenon. 

 Craig Gibson is a well-known bird and conservation photographer. His 

current focus is on expanding awareness about the winter crow roost.  He has   

initiated and coordinated a range of activities and events with local arts, 

education, and community groups and works with a growing number of 

conservation and environmental organizations. His efforts have raised much 

greater awareness of the roost, and he has been  

a catalyst for new community science initiatives. 

Please contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com if you would like to register  

to attend via ZOOM.   

mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com

