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*** NATURE NEWS * * *

HABITAT PROTECTIONS REDEFINED UNDER ENDANGERED SPECIES

ACT RULEMAKING =

On July 17, the Department of the Interior
finalized new Endangered Species Act
regulations that change how species are 4 7

listed and protected. The rules will make it - V3 - Al e
harder to designate "critical habitat" for listed [ : | "g—/
species and give greater weight to potential >

economic impacts when making some listing
decisions.

The regulations also eliminate the blanket
4(d) rule, which previously gave Threatened
species the same default protections as Endangered species, potentially affecting birds such
as Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and Florida Scrub-Jays.

Michael J. Parr, President of American Bird Conservancy points out that "the ESA has
been extraordinarily successful in preventing extinctions. If critical habitats are not
designated or economic impacts become a primary consideration, species conservation
could be significantly impacted. Without sufficient habitat and broad protections for the
birds most in need, it will be much more challenging to recover endangered species."

The regulations follow the Department of the Interior's recent decision earlier in July to
redefine "harm' under the Endangered Species Act. For years, projects that caused major
habitat degradation were legally considered to harm endangered species, and this kind of
harm was prohibited. In fact, it was a lynchpin of how the Act helped endangered species
survive. This has been revoked, and major habitat degradation is no longer prohibited.




This opens the way to make it legal to harm the habitat of listed species, the places crucial
for their continued existence.

"Habitat loss and degradation are the primary drivers of bird declines; it’s what’s led
many species to be listed under the ESA in the first place," says Parr. "It's going to be much
more challenging to conserve endangered species if we’re unable to protect and restore
their habitats."

Keep the Endangered Species Act strong! Lawmakers need to hear from you that the
Endangered Species Act is still strong, effective, and bipartisan — and that constituents like
you care. Urge your members of Congress to reject all attacks on the ESA!

WINIMUSSET WMA RESTORATION EFFORTS UNDERWAY

Winimusset Wildlife Management Area in New Braintree has long been a favorite birding
hotspot. Big changes in the landscape in the large segment along Hardwick/Ravine Road are
visible from the road and main parking area. Chris Buelow, Senior Restoration Ecologist with
Mass Wildlife’s Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program recently described the
plans to reclaim the land to benefit wildlife:

“We [Mass Wildlife] ended the agricultural lease on the Hardwick Road fields in spring
2025 so that we could pivot to dedicated grassland. We removed the hedgerows to
maximize the unfragmented acreage of the fields. We also seeded the fields to native little
bluestem, which will take a few years to fully establish. The browning that you see is the
result of an herbicide treatment to control an amazingly dense crop of the highly invasive
foxtail (Setaria) that emerged from the seed bank last year (agricultural legacy). That
treatment appears to have been very successful. The Hardwick Road fields will be managed
long-term with prescribed fire, with target species being Grasshopper Sparrow, Eastern
Meadowlark and a
broad suite of highly
specialized and often
rare bees and
Lepidoptera. With
similar work now
occurring at the nearby
former Barre Airport,
Quaboag and
Richardson WMAs, the
intent is to restore a
constellation of mid-
sized sandplain grassland occurrences for these species and others in the Central region.

“Bigger picture for Winimusset: we're looking to slowly expand future restoration
efforts here to further defragment other fields, reclaim shrubland from invasives, restore
fire-influenced oak woodland where remnants remain, and ensure the integrity of the




greater wet meadow/marsh along Winimusset Brook (staying ahead of invasives and
employing occasional prescribed fire). Capacity and funding will dictate that pace. The wet
meadow is also emerging as one of the region's most interesting wetlands: along with the
known marsh bird presence, surveys over the past two years have revealed an impressive
Lepidoptera suite (including some very rare specialists). And this year I've been regularly
hearing the quiet contact calls of Sandhill Cranes in the marsh through the season during
pre-dawn Lep surveys, very likely indicating breeding. Defragmenting and restoring
integrity of these adjacent features could also bring back Northern Harrier as a breeder here
(Winimusset was not-so- long-ago just one of two active interior nesting sites in the state).”

CAN WE BRING PURPLE MARTINS BACK TO CENTRAL MASS?

Results of both the first Breeding Bird Atlas project 1975-1981 and second Atlas 2007 -2011
show only two stronghold populations of Purple Martins in the state: Essex County,
specifically the historic breeding centers around Parker River National Wildlife Refuge,
where it remains fairly stable; and the southeast. The latter region showed diminishing
returns in Atlas 2.

During both Atlas periods, Purple Martin was unrecorded as a breeder from all of inland
Massachusetts. The last Worcester County nesters, a little-known colony in Southbridge,
persisted through the 1960s but disappeared in the early 1970s when the nest house was
removed.

Purple Martins nest exclusively in multichambered nest boxes or hanging gourds, but their
occupancy is dependent upon a strict maintenance regime that keeps the boxes/gourds in
good repair and prevents house sparrows and European Starlings from usurping the site.
Successful nesting colonies share several characteristics—open space in the immediate
area, water close by, wires or dead
trees to perch on, and a human
steward to oversee the colony
(Petersen and Meservey,2003).

In 2024, following those
guidelines, the Silvio O. Conte
NFWR-Fort River Division, A
in Hadley, documented a first h“—_{
nesting of Purple Martin in - » ’
Hampshire County (McKitrick, Bird -

Observer, 4/25). (

The successful nesting pair at the Fort River USFWS in Hadley, MA, 2024. Photo by Mary McKitrick



It was a very dedicated and labor-intensive effort, instructive to anyone who might wish to
attract nesting martins to our region.

Is it worth the energy and effort to try to bring Purple Martins back to Worcester County?
We have the opportunity to explore the possibility of using Winimusset WMA as an
experimental site. In June, 2024 three Purple Martins, possible scouts, were observed there.
Although no sightings were reported in
spring 2025 or 2026, that was most likely
partially due to lack of birder visits.

Would you like to join a working group to
discuss this opportunity? The Purple
Martin Working Group will begin meeting
at the end of summer in New Braintree.
Contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com
to add your name to the list of interested
volunteers.

\. o \‘ . ¢ o B )
Five Purple Martin nestlings, July 13, 2024.
Photo by Mary McKitrick



mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com

*** ANNOUNCEMENTS * * *

WRNC THANKS RUTLAND LIBRARY DIRECTOR

When Ware River Nature Club was a fledgling organization searching for a suitable
location to hold monthly program meetings, Rutland Public Library Director Kerry
Remington put out the welcome mat for us.

Kerry retired in July after serving the library and community for the past 31 years.
Without her help and support the Club would probably still be looking for a
comfortable, accessible, and free meeting space. Advisory Group member Ted
Purcell attended Kerry’s farewell party, and on behalf of the Club presented her
with a restaurant gift card. We are ever grateful to Kerry for facilitating the
cooperative arrangement that allows us to offer free nature and wildlife education
programs to the community and beyond.

2026 NORTHEAST WILDLIFE TRACKERS CONFERENCE

Prindle Pond Conference Center in Charlton will be the site of this
year’s conference, which will take place Friday, October 23™
through Sunday October 25™.

The conference is a ¥
gathering for everyone
passionate or curious about
wildlife tracking. Tickets include meals and
lodging; there are single- and double-
occupancy dormitory-style rooms and tenting
options. Student discounts and commuter
passes are also available.

For more information:
https://northeastwildlifetrackers.org/conference/



https://northeastwildlifetrackers.org/conference/

** % UPCOMING EVENTS * * *

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES!

HIKE CALAMINT HILL CONSERVATION AREA

PRINCETON
Wednesday August 12th 10 a.m.

We'll explore the east and west loops of this trail area off Calamint Hill North Road.
This is a moderate hike of about 3 miles that will take us past a large beaver pond.
For more information or to register: TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com

Green Heron, Rutland 8.2.26 Photo by Doug Wip
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WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB

NATURE WALK
FEDERATED WOMEN’S
CLUB STATE FOREST

PETERSHAM
Friday August 14t

Foul weather date:
Wednesday August 19t

9 a.m. - noon
Leader: Bryan DiFabio

—~———

Naturalist and
wildlife tracker
Bryan DiFabio o
answered our » A %
invitation to share a favorite place with Club members
and friends. Come along on this casual walk to explore
.+ the forest and wetlands habitats. We’ll watch for birds
# and insects, animal tracks and sign, late summer

t wildflowers, and whatever else presents itself.
£ : " Parking is at the end of State Park Road off Route 122
in Petersham. Please sign up at warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com for possible
notifications of schedule changes.
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PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES!

HIKE THE MIDSTATE TRAIL:
BARRE FALLS DAM TO ROUTE 122,
RUTLAND
Saturday August 15" 9 a.m.

This hike will cover a segment of the
Midstate Trail that goes over
Harding Hill near the
Hubbardston/Barre starting point
and ends at a large parking lot on
Route 122 in Rutland. This pretty
section of the Midstate Trail is a 4.5-
mile moderate hike that passes by
some large wetlands and crosses the
Mass Central Rail Trail.

For more information or to register:
TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com

Olga Tchefranov
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WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB
MASSACHUSETTS BUTTERFLY CLUB

BIRDS & BUTTERFLIES
MASS AUDUBON
LAKE WAMPANOAG
SANCTUARY

GARDNER

Sunday August 16

9 a.m. —early afternoon
Leader: Wendy Howes

This property features a large expanse of open wildflower fields with mowed
pathways. The fields are mowed once in the fall. The property also includes a small
pond and a forest holding red spruce and balsam fir. We can usually find a good
assortment of birds and butterflies here. While the birds are quiet at this time of
year, they may be found taking advantage of the seed crop and the cool forest.

Birders may wish to leave at mid-day. Butterfly-
watchers may wish to arrive later and stay later.
Directions:https://www.massaudubon.org/places-
to-explore/wildlife-sanctuaries/lake-wampanoag .
Parking at the end of Raymond Street.

Bring snacks/lunch/beverage if you wish.

Please pre-register at
warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com .



https://www.massaudubon.org/places-to-explore/wildlife-sanctuaries/lake-wampanoag%20.
https://www.massaudubon.org/places-to-explore/wildlife-sanctuaries/lake-wampanoag%20.
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ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB

IN THE FIELD:
NATURE JOURNALING
& DRAWING WITH

WILL CLOSE

South Athol Conservation Area
Sunday August 16" 1 -2:30 p.m.

Will Close will lead an in-the-field nature journaling session at this conservation area,
which is located at 3801 South Athol Road, Athol. Our focus will be drawing the forest
floor. Please bring your nature journal or sketch pad and pencils or markers. A portable
chair or seating pad would be helpful.

T.

Will Close is an artist, educator
and naturalist with a focus in
el documenting the flora and

s fauna of the Northeastern

: United States. He holds a degree
i in Fine Art Painting from

Massachusetts College of Art
and Design and studied wildlife
‘ track and sign under Dan
../ )| Gardoqui and Daniel Hansche.

: Sharing his passion for nature

i illustration and wildlife has

taken him from the spruce
forests of Maine to the Ecuadorian Amazon. You can view his artwork on his website:
https://www.willclosestudios.com/

Please sign up with Cathy Szal catherineszal400@gmail.com so that we can inform you

if plans change due to the weather.


https://www.willclosestudios.com/
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ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB

Open House—

LEARN ABOUT .4 congeund
DRAGONFLIES

with Dave Small
& Bonnie Benjamin

Pterostigma

2 Pairs of
transparent
Wings

Millers River Segmented
Environmental Center
100 Main Street, Athol
Sunday August 23 1 -4 p.m.

Terminal
Abdominal
Appendages

On this Open House Sunday you're invited to wander the halls of the MREC and view our museum and
exhibits. Dave and Boonie will present a program about dragonflies, and there will be activities for
children.

»

Lancet Clubtail (Phanogomphus exilis) Photo by Alan Rawle



PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES!

HIKE MASS CENTRAL RAIL TRAIL
RUTLAND STATE PARK

TOWARD GLENWOOD ROAD
Wednesday August 26" 10 a.m.

This is one our short, slow, and smooth hikes, a flat mile out and then back. This
easy hike will take us through the railroad “cut” and alongside some large ponds.
An easy hike!

HIKE THE EAST SIDE OF MT. WACHUSETT
Saturday August 29th 9 a.m.

This will be a moderate/difficult 4-mile hike up Mt .Wachusett to the summit and
back down on the east side of the mountain. The hike will start and end on the

Echo Lake Road off Mountain Road.

For more information or to register: TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com
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Black-billed Cuckoo
Rutland 8.1.26
Photo by Doug Wipf

s
Common Loon feeding one of its - — i —
two chicks e - £ e intis?

—_— B e " -

Ludlow Reservoir 8.1.26 — — e
Photo by Bill Platenik = = E

Red Crossbill
Hardwick 8.5.26
Photo by Alan Rawle

PLEASE SEND US YOUR
NATURE PHOTOS!

warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com




