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* * *   NATURE NEWS   * * * 
 

 

     Massachusetts hosts an amazing variety of more than 1,300 insect species: 

https://www.insectidentification.org/insects-by-state.php?thisState=Massachusetts 

and at this time of year there are chances to observe, study, and marvel at the wide 

variety. Various events are scheduled for your viewing pleasure. 

• The North Worcester County July Butterfly Count, sponsored by the 

Massachusetts Butterfly Club will take place Friday, July 10th. Volunteers search 

for and record the species and numbers they locate, contributing to the 

national database of butterfly population numbers, abundance, and 

geographical range. Contact count coordinator Wendy at 

warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com for more info. 

• East Quabbin Land Trust is planning to inventory the insect life on three 

preserve properties this summer. Contact Michael Bellefleur mbellefleur@ 

eqlt.org about joining efforts at Deer Park Preserve, Hardwick; Pynchon's Grist 

Mill Preserve, West Brookfield; and/or Henry's Grove, Hubbardston.  Dates have 

not yet been set. 

• The annual Moth Ball hosted by Dave and Shelley Small of Athol Bird & Nature 

Club will take place on Saturday, July 18th, 9 p.m. – midnight. All are invited to 

explore the outdoor light stations to see what species are attracted. Socializing 

and photography are encouraged. See UPCOMING EVENTS for more details.  

  

https://www.insectidentification.org/insects-by-state.php?thisState=Massachusetts
mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com
mailto:mbellefleur
mailto:mbellefleur


 

      Our nestbox conservation projects suffered another setback this season when at 

least one black bear made its way to the DCR Prison Camp area and destroyed five 

Tree Swallow nests and boxes, three of which held nestlings almost ready to fledge. In 

the other two, eggs had been laid. Dead nestlings were found on the ground below 

two of the boxes, perhaps suggesting an inexperienced bear, or partially-successful 

distracting attacks by the adult birds. Volunteers Doug Wipf, Gail Cormier, and Deb 

Gustafson documented the unfortunate situation.  

     We reached out to member Jim Morelly, who closely follows the activities of local 

bears, and got some helpful information. He wrote, “There are currently three known 

females, each with three cubs, regularly frequenting [Rutland]—a total of twelve 

bears. These bears are likely to use 

the Prison Camp as part of their 

home range, along with several 

single bears also moving through 

the area on a regular basis. By 

spring 2027, the nine cubs will be 

on their own, and the Prison Camp 

might become part of their 

extended range.  



Female yearlings often settle near the edge of their mother’s home range to establish 

their own territory. My point is that the bear situation is unlikely to improve. Repairing 

and reinstalling the bluebird boxes in the same area will probably lead to the same 

results as this year.” 

     Jim’s comments were reinforced by Mike Morelly [yes, they are related], Central 

District Wildlife Biologist for Mass Wildlife: “The bear population is booming in the 

Rutland area, evidenced by the number of bears that I have caught in my research 

traps and on camera in the area this spring.  I think. . .bears will learn to look to the 

boxes for food as they find them and will continue to do so year after year.” 

     Meanwhile, there are still many active 

swallow and House Wren nests in boxes 

remaining at the Prison Camp site. Although 

the boxes are in scattered locations and not 

necessarily in places where the bear(s) will 

explore, Wendy Howes and Alan Rawle 

attached small “sachets” of rags soaked in 

natural insect repellent--which contains 

numerous strong scents disliked by bears—

to boxes with active swallow nests. (There 

are no active bluebird nests at this time, and 

wrens are able to re-nest if a brood is lost.) 

Besides acting as somewhat of a repellent, 

the sachets may help mask the scent of eggs 

and/or birds within the box. Future monitoring will tell us if this effort was helpful. 

     The nestboxes installed at High Ridge WMA in Westminster have experienced nest 

predation by a bear or bears for the past few years; in early spring this year many 

boxes were installed on trees instead of steel posts, partly to reduce the number of 

posts/boxes being swiped, but also as a possible tactic to discourage bears. There has 

been some success, but unfortunately one nestbox that remained on a post was 

pulled down and cracked open by a bear. After his monitoring session on 6/16, 

volunteer Jon Skinner wrote, “The box pulled down contained a beautiful Black-

capped Chickadee nest - the first one I've found in a nestbox at High Ridge. There was 

a dead nestling on the ground near the box. While I was investigating, two adult 

chickadees flew into the tree above the broken box, both carrying food. They started 

scolding me. . . [This behavior could indicate either instinctive return to nestlings with 

food, or the presence of live fledglings nearby.] Two other boxes, one mounted on 



the kestrel pole and one on a tree that had scratch marks and pieces of wood ripped 

off. . . seemed indicative of a bear attempt, but [there was] no significant damage.” 

     The good news from the High Ridge site, thanks to Jon’s 6/16 report: for Eastern 

Bluebirds he found 4 hatchlings in one nest, 2 hatchlings + egg in one nest, one egg in 

another nest. Since the last visit on 5/23, eight young fledged successfully. Tree 

Swallows: 20 nestlings in 5 active nests. Two nests consisting of at least 6 young 

fledged since last visit on 5/23. 

     Judging from anecdotal information received from all over Worcester County and 

beyond, bear sightings are becoming very frequent, and bears far and wide are finding 

and destroying nestboxes with active nests. One bird expert recently referred to 

nestboxes as “death traps.” 

     It will be a challenge for the Club going forward to decide on alterations to these 

conservation projects in order to benefit the birds and not the bears.  

 

     The large Cliff Swallow colony in Rowe that nested under the eaves of the Town 

Hall for many years was notified at the end of the 2025 season that its lease was up. 

The swallows were an inconvenience to the employees and deemed bad tenants; they 

were told they had to move elsewhere in 2026. 

 Mara Silver of Swallow 

Conservation actively monitored 

the colony last season and decided 

she had to help mitigate the 

eviction of the swallows. She 

reports: “Normally the town hall 

has had about 35 nesting pairs, but 

last year there was a cold, rainy 

weather event in late May that 

wiped out two-thirds of the colony 

such that only 10 pairs nested. I 

found a lot of dead swallows that 

didn’t make it through the weather 

event.” Meanwhile, Mara was taking action to provide an alternate site, and WRNC 

contributed to the effort to build an alternate structure near the Town Hall. The 

structure is a free‑standing design intended to provide a safe, long‑term nesting site.  

 



It’s being tested to see if it can attract the colony away from the Town Hall eaves and 

into a more secure, stable location. On June 29th Mara confirmed that “two pairs of 

Cliff Swallows used the structure this season and both nests have nestlings in them 

right now.  .  . Considering that there were only 10 pairs last year, two pairs on the 

structure isn’t all that bad, although it’s also not super-encouraging at this point.” 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               Cliff Swallows in handmade clay nests made by Mara Silver of Swallow Conservation. 

 

 
 

 

      Please join us as we revitalize a public 

garden space in Rutland. The project will 

involve three separate phases, and we can 

accommodate a range of skills!  Once the 

project is approved, we’ll schedule a 

weeding session and general clean-up that 

will include removal of some Oriental 

bittersweet. We’ll need people who don’t 

mind doing some pulling and scraping. 

During phase two we’ll work on design and 

plant selection, identifying native plants 

and flowers attractive to native pollinators 

and deciding where to obtain them. In 

early fall we’ll tackle garden bed creation and planting. All helping hands are welcome! 

Contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com if you’d like to get involved. 
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SOME LOCAL 

AVIAN 

OFFSPRING 
 

 

 

Bald Eagle  

Ludlow    May 2026 

Photo by Bill Platenik 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

                 American Robin            Hardwick 7.4.26 

                             Photo by Alan Rawle                               

  Barred Owl         Hardwick 5.4.26 

             Photo by Alan Rawle 
 

 Hooded Merganser     Rutland 7.1.26   

                  Photo by Ted Purcell 



  

 
 

Photos by 

Alan Rawle 

 

 

 
 

 

 Eastern Phoebe New Braintree 6.19.26                           Baltimore Oriole    Hardwick 6.21.26                                                                                                  

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                              

 

                  

 

        Eastern Bluebird              Hardwick 7.2.26 

 

                                                                           Sandhill Crane    Hardwick 6.15.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



* * *   UPCOMING EVENTS   * * * 
 

 

MASSACHUSETTS BUTTERFLY CLUB 
 

NORTH WORCESTER COUNTY JULY BUTTERFLY COUNT 

Friday July 10th  Mid-morning through afternoon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         Photo by Ted Purcell 
 

Sponsored by the North American Butterfly Association, summer counts of 

butterflies during the period around July 4th bring butterfly enthusiasts together 

to identify and count butterfly species nation-wide. Several counts are held in 

Massachusetts. “Our” North Worcester County survey circle covers Princeton and 

parts of Leominster, Sterling, Clinton, Rutland, and more. Volunteers wanted! 

Contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com for more information. 
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PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

HIKING NORTHERN TRAILS AT 

LEOMINSTER STATE FOREST 

Saturday July 11th 9 a.m. 

Leader: Susan Downing 
 

 

This hike is 

moderate-to-difficult 

and will cover  

3.5 – 4 miles. 

Meet at the Rocky 

Pond trailhead off 

Route 31. 

 

 

For more information or to register:   TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

carrying food (Mayfly sp.) 

Rutland 7.1.26 

Photo by Ted Purcell 
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ATHOL BIRD & NATURE CLUB 
 

 

ANNUAL MOTH BALL 
Saturday July 18th  
9 p.m. – midnight 
1542 Pleasant Street, Athol  
Hosted by Dave and Shelley Small 
 
 

The infamous Moth Ball kicks off  
National Moth Week. Dave and Shelley 
invite friends and neighbors to this annual 
event at their home in Athol. 
 
Plan to bring a flashlight, camera, lawn 
chair, a beverage and/or snack to share 
(keep it simple, no utensils) and your sense 
of adventure.  This will be an all-outdoor 
event with portable toilets in place. 
We’re looking forward to a fun evening. 
Welcome to the dark side! 
 
             ~Sorry, no rain date~ 

 

Please register by sending a message to Dave@atholbirdclub.org . 
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FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 
MASSACHUSETTS BUTTERFLY CLUB 

 

BIRDS & BUTTERFLIES 
Leicester 
Sunday July 19th  
9 a.m. – noon 
Leader: Dolores Price   
pricedolores884@gmail.com  
(508) 887-3928  
(phone call or text preferred) 
 
 

 
 
 
Join us for this look in all directions!  
We will meet at the Route 56 overlook to 
Worcester Airport in Leicester. After 
exploring this spot we’ll drive to Mulberry 
St. to walk the wooded trail to Kettle 
Brook/Manville Street. Prior years’ butterfly 
highlights have included fritillaries, 
monarchs, swallowtails, Black Dash skipper, 
and Appalachian Brown.  
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WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB 

MASSACHUSETTS BUTTERFLY CLUB 

 

BIRDS & BUTTERFLIES 

MT. JEFFERSON CONSERVATION AREA 

HUBBARDSTON 

Saturday, July 25, 9:30 a.m. to mid-day 

Leader: Wendy Howes warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com 

 

This conservation area features 

several roadside fields and wooded 

paths and trails. We can usually 

expect a good variety of butterfly 

and bird species.  We’ll initially 

look and listen for late-summer 

breeding bird species, including 

Bobolinks, and their fledglings, as 

well as unexpected birds that may 

already have dispersed from their 

usual nesting areas. If/when the sun 

warms the landscape, we should 

start to see butterflies foraging in the fields. There are opportunities to use shaded 

areas if it becomes uncomfortably hot. If there is interest, we’ll visit a nearby DCR-

owned property in search of Silver-bordered Fritillary. Bring water/beverage, 

snacks if you wish. 

     

 

        If needed, please use natural insect repellent only. 

Restrooms at Mr. Mike's on Main Street. 

  Please pre-register by contacting the leader by email. 

         ** Butterfly watchers may choose to arrive  

later than 9:30 a.m.  RSVP to notify.** 

 

 

 

 



 

PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 
 

 

HIKE THE  

MIDSTATE TRAIL                                                                       Bill Rose 

NORTH RUTLAND 

TO BARRE FALLS 

DAM 

Saturday, July 25th  

9 a.m. - noon 
 

This is the third section of the 

Midstate Trail in our series, a 4.5-mile 

section with little elevation change. 

Most of the hike will be through 

forest. Endpoint will be on the fields 

around the Barre Falls Dam. 
 

SENIOR HIKE – 

HOLBROOK 

FOREST, HOLDEN                                                                             

Wednesday July 29th  
10 a.m. - noon 
 

This loop hike is about 3-miles in length, on lovely trails with some gentle hills 

through a deciduous forest. 

 
                                                                                                   

For more information or to register:  

TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 
 

mailto:TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com


Check out Rosemary Mosco’s wonderful website birdandmoon.com 

It will bring a smile to your face. 
 

 

http://www.birdandmoon.com/


 

 

                                                   


