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* * *   NATURE NEWS   * * * 
 

 

THE ROZALIA PROJECT 
      Bethany Nichols, guest speaker for our April program on soil ecology, alerted us to 

the existence of The Rozalia Project. She volunteers with the Project every summer. 

Curious to learn more, we learned that the organization is based in Burlington, 

Vermont and the Gulf of Maine aboard American Promise. Its mission is to clean and 

protect our world’s oceans and waterways.   

     American Promise is a 60‑foot cutter‑rigged research vessel homeported in 

Rockland, Maine, that operates in the Gulf of Maine and beyond as the “mothership” 

for the Rozalia Project’s marine science and ocean health initiatives  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rozalia Project has been tackling the problem of 

marine debris since its inception in 2010.  Rozalia 

Project believes that “we should be focusing our 

efforts concerning the problem of marine debris in 

our urban and coastal waters, especially where 

there is urban sprawl and from the surface to the 

seafloor. This is the primary source and the place 

where we should address prevention, remediation 

(cleanup) and education. We believe that we can 

clean the ocean and that it will take innovation 

and action from individuals, cities and 

organizations.” 

 

For more information about this amazing organization, go to: 

https://www.rozaliaproject.org/ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Scientists estimate there are 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean, 

with 269,000 tons floating on the surface and billions of microfibers  

in the deep sea. 

National Geographic Education 

 

https://www.rozaliaproject.org/


MYSTERY ID QUIZ – CAN YOU IDENTIFY? 

Answers at the end of the newsletter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* * *   ANNOUNCEMENTS   * * * 
 

SHARE YOUR NATURE SPACE THIS SUMMER 
     Ware River Nature Club is asking our readers to share their favorite places for 

enjoying nature by hosting a short, informal get-together. This could be a two-hour 

birding session on a back deck, a three-hour walk to explore the trees and plants on 

your property, a short hike to a favorite pond or wetland, or an excursion to a local 

community garden to look for butterflies.  Would you like to have guests conduct a 

basic inventory of the living creatures in your yard or help with ideas for a pollinator 

garden? Or would you like to show other 

nature-lovers a site with interesting, 

beautiful, and/or unusual natural features? 

     As a host in a nature-sharing adventure, 

you are under no obligation to provide 

anything more than information and mutual 

enjoyment, although use of a bathroom if 

we’re on your home turf is helpful.  

     If you’d like to share some quality nature-appreciation time with others who are in 

the same frame of mind, drop us a note and tell us your idea. We’ll help you work out 

the details. Contact warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com . 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Painted turtle 

Photo by Betty Jenewin 
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* * *   UPCOMING EVENTS   * * * 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 

 

 

HIKE BULLOCK-

MCELROY LOOP 

PRINCETON 
Wednesday June 10th  

10 a.m. 
  

This two-mile loop takes us around these 

Princeton Land trust properties.  It’s a short, 

slow, and easy hike through fields and woods 

and out along the esker.  
  

 

For more information or to register:  

TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                           

                                                                                                                                               Pat Katz 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

Powder moth (Eufidonia notataria) 

Photo by Alan Rawle                                                             
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MASSACHUSETTS BUTTERFLY CLUB 
 

 

BUTTERFLY WALK AT 

MASS AUDUBON’S  

BROAD MEADOW BROOK 

WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, WORCESTER 
Sunday, June 14th 10 a.m. 

Leader:  Kristin Steinmetz  

 kristin@massbutterflies.org 508-831-7044 
 

 

This will be a walk 

through woodland, 

wetland, and meadow to 

explore the new-ish 

Wilson Link Trail and 

Wilson Meadow. The 

route is less than 2 miles 

round-trip. The first half 

is accessible, but the 

second half includes 

some uneven footing. 

Possible butterflies 

include Mourning 

Cloaks, azures, and 

swallowtails. If time and interest, we can then take a longer hike along the 

Cardinal and Powerline Trails to look for Hoary Edge Skippers and possibly 

Harris Checkerspot. Everyone is welcome, whether you’re new to butterflying 

or an old hand! 

Please contact the leader if you’re planning to attend. 

Meet at the Sanctuary Visitor Center, 414 Massasoit Road. Sanctuary admission 

is free for Mass Audubon members, seniors 65+, and Worcester residents; $4 

for non-members. 
 

mailto:kristin@massbutterflies.org


 

 
  

     Bluebirds are a delight to observe, with their bright sky-blues, plump little bodies, 
and cheerful warbling songs. Familiar and lovable, their enthusiastic embrace of 
nest boxes also makes for an inspiring community conservation story. 
Despite their well-earned adoration, bluebirds offer only a tiny glimpse into the 
wonderful and diverse family to which they belong: the thrushes. There are 194 
thrush species worldwide and more than 45 can be observed in the Western 
Hemisphere, including the familiar American Robin, the stunning Varied Thrush, and 
the rare and Critically Endangered Puaiohi in Hawaiʻi. Each of them is benefiting 
from conservation actions by American Bird Conservancy and our partners — and 
bird enthusiasts like you. 
     Join American Bird Conservancy for this ZOOM presentation to learn more 
 about the fascinating world of thrushes, and how to keep them soaring in our 
communities — and our hearts 
  

REGISTER 
 

https://act.abcbirds.org/a/thrushes-wbr?utm_campaign=botw&utm_medium=email&utm_source=botw&contactdata=8ygL7Cl8vImuD%2feBM+mGzC9gLjL6hqtrKF3MmBlv6jvVTroun3QC9h9aAtBsG08vPFI8Oi27Nd0Hhba1EfVfkw%3d%3d&ms=em_nl_botw_052926&omcampaign=em_nl_botw_052926&omhide=true&emci=6615edab-6d54-f111-8fcb-000d3a18905c&emdi=44d1fb9b-6b5b-f111-8fcb-000d3a18905c&ceid=177246


 
 

WARE RIVER NATURE CLUB ~ FORBUSH BIRD CLUB 

 

BIRDING THE MASS CENTRAL RAIL TRAIL 

NEW BRAINTREE 

Thursday June 18
th
 8 a.m. – late morning 

Leader: Wendy Howes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section of the rail trail passing through central Massachusetts offers good 

summer birding opportunities. We have the choice of walking northeast or 

southwest; the decision will be made at the start, taking weather conditions and 

the interests of participants into consideration. Both sections pass through the 

riparian edges of the Ware River. Because each trail segment is short – 1. 5 to 2 

miles – bicyclists are not often encountered, making it easier to bird here. In 

addition to finding common breeders such as Warbling and Yellow-throated 

vireos, and several species of warblers, we can expect to encounter  

some of this season’s fledglings. 

Please pre-register at warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com  

for directions and updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:warerivernatureclub@yahoo.com


NORTH CENTRAL MA NATURE JOURNAL CLUB 
 
 

NATURE JOURNALING at 
MASS AUDUBON LAKE WAMPANOAG 

SANCTUARY, GARDNER 
Friday June 19th 9:30 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This walk is open to all nature explorers and nature journalists.  
The Sanctuary provides many different habitats to explore. 

RSVP Trina at thewaltons@gardnerale.com if you plan to attend so we can notify you of 
any schedule changes due to weather. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hooded Merganser duckling  6.1.26 

Photo by Alan Rawle 
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PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 
 

 

 

HIKE AT HAGER PARK, 

WESTMINSTER 

Wednesday June 24th  

10 a.m.  
 

 

 

 

The Westminster Hager Park area is just off route 140 near route 2. There are 

some pretty trails with a few hills and interesting topology. This is a NEW hike!  
 

A trail map is available here: 

https://www.westminster-

ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1431/f/uploads/updated_trail_map_25feb2025_0.pdf 
  

For more information or to register:  TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.westminster-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1431/f/uploads/updated_trail_map_25feb2025_0.pdf
https://www.westminster-ma.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif1431/f/uploads/updated_trail_map_25feb2025_0.pdf
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PRINCETON OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE - PRINCETON HIKES! 
 

 

HIKE EAST MONOOSNOC TO BAYBERRY HILL 

Saturday June 27th  9 a.m. 
For more information or to register: 

TrailaroundprincetonMA@gmail.com 

 
 

 
This is a NEW four-mile hike 

starting from the east side of 

the Monoosnoc Hill area to 

Bayberry Hill in the Sholan 

Farm area, looping back 

along the Monoosnoc trail 

(and others). It’s a moderate 

hike with some elevation. 

  
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

                                   Sundial lupine ( Lupinus perennis ) 

                                   Hardwick  5.20.26 

                                   Photo by Alan Rawle 
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MYSTERY ID QUIZ ANSWERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             Prairie Warbler 

 Magnolia Warbler 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Alan Rawle 


